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Abstract 
5 The last six months 
The !ast two six-month periods witnessed the holding of the 1992 
Olympic and Paralympic Games in Barcelona, as well as the li Congress 
of Journalists and with it the proclamation of the Deontological Code. 
The Olympic and Paralympic Games of Barcelona were an extraordinary 
milestone in the annals of Catalan Journalism. Never before had 
Catatonia, or Spain been the centre of the world's attention. The massive 
presence of journalists permitted contact and exchange between different 
traditions, media and professional cultures. 
The li Congress of Journalists was also an important landmark in 
professional consciousness. A Congress held 14 years after the first one, 
in 1978, just after the arrival of democracy. The sessions of the li 
Congress of Journalists were a reunion for oid friends, a moment of 
reflection, on the professi on' s current status, a nd the first stone in the 
building of a Journalists Trade Union was laid. 
The integration of Catalan journalists within the International Federation 
of Journalists (IFJ), the fruit of an agreement between the College and the 
Federation of Press Associations of Spain (FPAS), was also an important 
milestone in the !ast six months. The professional consciousness has 
begun to work towards a future reform of the penal Code and towards 
dealing with the e vents in A) càsser. 
Severa! new events have also taken place over the last two six-month 
periods in the life of the media. The Diari de Barcelona celebrated its 
two-hundredth anniversary !ast October and made way for the Nou Diari 
of the ECD group. The death of Albert Viladot i Presas, who passed away 
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in the prime of his youth and his professional career marked a tragic note 
during this period. 
8 Daily ethics 
The proclamation of the Deontological Code in the course of the II 
Congress of Catalan Journalists and the extraordinary reception it has 
enjoyed in professional and political media has prompted the Annals del 
Periodisme Català to dedicate this issue to the analysis of "Daily Ethics". 
For this reason a number of college members have been invited to 
present some initial contributions on this subject, from the diversity and 
plurality of their respecti ve personnel experiences. The journal is open to 
further contributions, discussions and analysis. 
9 
Ethics as a way 
of defending 
freedom of expression 
JOSEP R. GONZALEZ CABEZAS 
Why do we talk about the deontology of information when from a historical 
perspective it could almost be said that we have only just won the right to 
freedom of expression?, asks the author of this article. He then goes on to 
assess the struggle waged by journalists in Spain, not so long ago, in favour 
of freedom of expression. This defense of freedom is conditioned nowadays 
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